
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The setting 
Arusha is located in the northern part of Tanzania close to Mount Kilimanjaro. The gentleness of the 

people in this mountain town coupled with the evergreen vegetation depicts a picture of great 

tranquillity. People offer generosity with such effortless grace. For that, one can understand why many 

global organisations among them United Nations would choose Arusha as one place to establish their 

offices there - a quiet environment for deep deliberations and thoughtful reflections.  

As iServe Africa we had a privilege of partnering with Mungu Ishi Bible College which is located in 

Arusha, an environment that offered an excellent space for sharing and searching the scriptures with 

pastors and pastors in training. Despite the striking beauty and the initial appearance of 

uncontaminated humanity, further interactions with Arusha pastors and other church ministers 

revealed deeper issues and hidden problems and a huge need and desire for pastors to be trained and 

equipped for Christian ministry. That is where iServe Africa’s ‘Raising the bar’ Program comes in.  

The vision 
Raising the Bar (RTB) conferences seek to call 
preachers and church workers to a ministry 
of faithful Bible expositions while adopting a 
servant model of leadership and lifestyle. It 
is the intention of the program to help 
preachers of the Word of God to reflect on 
means and ways of presenting the Gospel in 
a way that is truthful and faithful to the text 
and context.  

Feedback 
The following excerpts reveal a sample of what transpired during the seminar: 

Joram Metuo had the following to say,1 “I am grateful to iServe Africa 

for devoting themselves to teaching us how to preach the Gospel of 

Christ. I know that this teaching is necessary for preachers who are 

expected to lead believers into the ways of God.” 

“This seminar has been helpful in shedding light on the importance 

of Christian ministry starting from our homes. This means that as a 

preacher I am expected first to serve my family and then serve my 

church and community. I liked the way the seminar connected the Old Testament to its fulfilment in 

                                                           
1 The following comments are translated from Kiswahili by Gerald Mwangi. 
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the New Testament. Particularly, I was impressed by the connection made between the idea of the 

Chief Priest in Leviticus 16 and how that is fulfilled in Hebrews 9 where Jesus becomes the Chief 

Priest.” 

“The focus of a servant leader in the book of Titus was extraordinary. However, I wish there were 

more such seminars to teach us more on this subject but also to help us condemn the wrong biblical 

teachings in our context. Overall, the seminar was well structured and allowed people to contribute 

in group discussions. I can proudly say that this seminar has left me sharpened and nourished.” 

When Elinuru Ifande was asked about his own experience these were his 

words: “I would like to thank iServe Africa for their helpful teachings.  The 

teaching on how to preach from the Scriptures was very helpful. It helped 

me to see the centrality of Christ as revealed in the Word of God.” 

“This year’s ‘Raising the Bar’ seminar has brought a new dimension on how 

a preacher ought to be. It was very clear that a preacher first ought to 

examine his personal life and character so that he is able to execute his priestly duties with integrity. 

One of the highlights was the emphasis on the character of a preacher that he needs to be a man who 

loves his wife just as Christ loved the Church and laid His own life for her.” 

“Also there was a clear message that these leadership values are not only necessary for leaders within 

the church but they also apply to all the people of God. I look forward to more teachings where iServe 

would help us to reflect on issues of marriage and family because some of our leaders in churches 

have not been a good example in church and society.” 

iServe Africa’s passion is to see servant leadership model exemplified in the 

life of the church and family as encapsulated in the following words of Anold 

Edward: “The teaching I have received during this seminar of ‘Raising the Bar’ 

will personally improve the way I serve my church as well as how I conduct 

myself within the context of my own family. The greatest take away was the 

idea of servant leadership at home as well as in the church. I am greatly 

impressed by what the iServe team has taught us and I wish there was more 

time after every session to ask for further clarification on issues which some 

of us might not have properly understood. I would also ask if this program can 

be scheduled at the beginning of the semester instead of it being at the end of the end because many 

students are revising for their exams.” 

Mussa Thobiko Melejaki: “I am privileged to have been part of this seminar of 

how to preach Christ through the Bible. I have been able to understand the 

‘bigger picture’ as it was presented in the book of Leviticus particularly Chapter 

16. The idea of Atonement and how that is accomplished in the book of Hebrews 

was truly an eye-opener.”  

“I learnt that each passage has a structure and it is important to understand it 

well if we are to faithfully teach the message. I also learnt the need to thoroughly 

prepare the message in advance before the time of preaching. This will give me time to reflect or talk 

to others about it and hopefully open my eyes to things I might not have seen. My prayer is that this 

kind of teaching offered by iServe would reach to all the leaders in various churches here in Tanzania.”  



Eric Mponzi: “I am a pastor and a student here in Mungu Ishi Bible College 

here in Arusha. I have learnt a lot during this seminar especially the teaching 

offered from the book of Leviticus. We had an overview of the book, the 

setting in which the book was written while putting more focus on chapter 

16. We saw the problem affecting the people of Israel - the problem of sin 

and how God provided ways of dealing with it. We saw how God gave them 

priests who would offer an atonement for their sins so as to reconcile them 

with Himself. It was very clear from the teachings that sin and death was 

looming over His people and that judgement awaited them.” 

“I have been greatly encouraged on how our teachers were able to connect that portion of the 

scriptures to the New Testament. Even today we still have a problem of sin and death but God has 

offered a better way in which Jesus has become the Chief Priest and the ultimate prize that God has 

paid for our sins.” 

“I have been able to see how God’s redemptive story is clearly captured throughout the Scriptures. I 

wish we had many of these seminars where people can learn how to read Scriptures in the right way. 

Also, such seminars would help people to see how the text in the Old Testament has been fulfilled 

through Jesus Christ in the New Testament. I have learnt something new in my ministry, I have been 

encouraged and my knowledge of scriptures increased which I believe will improve my ministry.” 

Looking ahead 
This was the second RTB seminar at Mungu Ishi Bible College having conducted one last year. At iServe 
we continue to thank God for the opportunity to facilitate these programs and particularly for the 
openness of the management of the college in our partnership. Mungu Ishi did a wonderful job of 
planning logistics and hosting and we were very grateful for their warm welcome, hospitality and 
fellowship in the gospel. This form of partner-hosted conference setting worked particularly well and 
we are keen to see this model replicated.  

One slight difference with last year was that the participants were almost entirely the Bible College 
students; in 2014 the composition was half college students and half Anglican clergy and evangelists 
from the diocese. The Mungu Ishi students were very keen and, having already had some teaching on 
many of the issues we were discussing (sermon composition etc.) we were able to go into perhaps 
more depth and work with more speed than previously. It brings us great joy to be, through RTB, a 
small part in the life change and ministry transformation that is going on for many pastors and 
preachers at Mungu Ishi.  

We look forward to further partnerships with churches and institutions in our goal of promoting 

faithful Christ-centred Bible teaching and preaching as well as genuine, Cross-shaped servant 

leadership in the life of the church and society. 
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[See also our blog post and video review of RTB Arusha 2015] 
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