
iServe Africa Apprenticeship Programme  

Ministry Training Course 1 (MTC1) August 2014 Training Week Report 

 

 

Introduction  

The iServe Africa Ministry Training Course 1 (iSA MTC1 ) took place 

from 24th – 29th August 2014 at iSA Halfway House, Kiambu County. 

iServe Africa moved to this place in July and it serves as offices and 

also provides accommodation and training room. We had a total of 

14 first year apprentices and 3 second year apprentices. For the 

first year apprentices, this was MTC1 for them whereas for the 

second years, it was MTC4. We also had 1 second year, January 

cohort apprentice to whom, this was the last MTC. Over the years, 

we’ve now developed a 2nd year programme, which runs 

concurrently with the first. Some sessions like the morning 

expositions are handled together but then they break out at some 

point in the course of the day.   

 For the five overarching learning objectives for the MTC 

see here. 

 For daily reports on the August MTC please see here. 

 

Resources for the August MTC 

This year, our speakers were largely ‘in house’ as compared to last year’s MTC1. We still had a few 

‘outsiders’ from whom we derived so much benefit:  

Samuel Gichanga Maina - iServe Africa Apprenticeship Programme Coordinator. 

Fidel Nyongesa – iServe Africa Ministry Training Facilitator. 

Andy Harker - iServe Africa Programmes Director. 

Harrison Mungai - Team Leader of iServe Africa.   

James Wainaina – iServe Africa Administrator. 

Judy Kibet – Former iServe Africa resource mobilisation co-ordinator. 

Mercy Waithira – FOCUS Regional Coordinator, Pwani Region 

Christine Auma – Youths and Children Worker at St. Paul’s Parish Church, South C. 

Mark Maingi – Youth Pastor at CITAM Athi River. 

Anthony Bones – Pastor Good Shepherd Africa Gospel Church (AGC)  

Rodgers Ingadi – iSA Alumnus teaching in Wajir  

Stephen Mwanda – iSA Alumnus passionate about mission to Islam 
 

http://watumishiwaneno.wordpress.com/2013/04/14/ministry-training-course-april-2013/
http://watumishiwaneno.wordpress.com/?s=mtc1+2014


We did not produce booklets this time as we’ve done for other MTCs. 

Instead, we provided files to each of the apprentices and printed A4 notes 

for each session, which they filed. We expect that they’ll keep the files 

with them for the whole year so that they will be filing the notes for other 

MTCs. The notes included 1 Peter studies, studies from Colossians for 

other sessions outlines. 

This year again, thanks to IVP, we gave out copies of John Stott’s The Cross 

of Christ to first year apprentices and D.A Carson’s Spiritual Reformation to 

the 2nd years. These were distributed to the apprentices to be taken away 

and read before the next MTC when we will be looking at ‘Doctrine of the 

Cross’ with the first years and ‘Ministry & the Heart’ (Private & Devotional 

Life) with the second years.  

We didn’t have lots of games outside on the field majorly because we are 

limited on space. But we did have quite a lot of indoor (board) games - 

UNO, Upwards & Scrabble, which sometimes would get vicious & highly 

competitive. The fun was also extended to Quiz Night, which was very well 

coordinated by the 2nd year apprentices.  

 

Content  

A with other years, the theme for this MTC1 was A Call to Faithful Mission. This was particularly important 

for the new apprentices just about to be commissioned and sent off to their placements, but was also 

relevant to the second years they will continue in faithful mission in whether they remain at the same 

placement or go to a new one. 

Expositions from 2 Timothy were the particular means for addressing this theme of F  aithful Mission – an 

epistle designed very much for this purpose of defining gospel ministry and issuing a stirring call to this 

mission. Fidel did a great job of preaching through this letter bringing out the importance of guarding and 

preaching the gospel, enduring hardship and finding strength in the grace of Christ. Much of this material 

resonated with the morning Bible studies from 1 Peter with particular focus on ‘Suffering now, Glory later’ 

and “this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it” (1 Pet. 5:12). The final Lord’s Supper talk from 1 Cor. 15 

was also good in reminding us what we believe and stand on - Christ’s Resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We sought to target each of the five areas of emphasis – Faithful Bible Teaching, Servant Leadership, gospel, 

mission and partnership – and six of the sessions were addressed specifically from studies in Colossians. This 

approach had at least five advantages:  

a) it is clear that the Word itself is setting the agenda as we look first at the gospel and the person of 

Christ (Col. 1:1-20), then faithful Bible teaching (Col. 1:21-2:5), then spiritual disciplines and gospel-

shaped life (Col. 2-4) etc.;  

b) by doing interactive Bible study on these passages, apprentices were able to see these truths for 

themselves (rather than just being taught them didactically);  

c) by going through a letter and looking at decent-sized chunks at a time we are modelling good Bible 

handling (rather than jumping around the Bible and at risk of proof-texting);  

d) as we let the Scriptures speak for themselves on different issues (rather than start with our own 

ideas and then look for verses to support them) we find quite surprising and unexpected things – 

e.g. that the doctrine of God needs to start with Christ (Col. 1:15) or that what look like spiritual 

disciplines may actually be unspiritual (Col. 2:16-23); 

e) the apprentices get another NT epistle under their belt. 

 

We continued with our Second Year Programme alongside the ‘normal’ programme. This time we handled 

Discipleship & Pastoral Ministry, Servant Leadership, Introduction to Islam, African Traditional Religion & the 

Contemporary Church, and Sacred/Secular. The sessions were more relaxed and interactive. It was better 

than last year’s though the feeling was that we could have done with a separate second year programme 

altogether. The plan is to have more, particularly after 10 a.m. tea and after lunch. 

 

Feedback from apprentices 

We received the highest feedback 

as compared to other MTCs 

before. It was encouraging to see 

that the apprentices were really 

challenged to handle the Word 

rightly and engage culture 

relevantly. The focus on our 

preaching being Christ-centred 

also was a big learning point for 

many. 

Some of the appreciations were: 

 “My theology was overthrown. I’m glad. I learnt a lot.” 

 “Appreciated testimonies like Rodgers, Leah. Gave me a heart for missions.” 

 “Challenged on the ‘rhema’ word.” 

 I generally found this MTC... 

o Relevant-giving more skills in expository preaching and servant leadership 

o Informative-learning about Islam 

o Interesting-meeting new people 

 



 I found this particularly helpful... 

o Preaching the Gospel (Christ) from the Old testament 

o How to do Discipleship 

o Understanding suffering and God’s sovereignty deeply as it is in scripture, a call to 

faithful teaching, ATR and Islam topics... 

 “Quite transforming and informing in the different topics tackled, the expositions and also 

the Bible studies as more light was shed in various aspects of Christianity that were 

misquoted before, that I never knew and many others that added to my knowledge of God 

and His Word.” 

 I found this particularly helpful... 

o The training on basically how to do children ministry came in handy especially that I 

have never been involved in it and now I am and so I am able to borrow a lot. 

o Suffering for the gospel was a major one too featured in the expositions and Bible 

Studies and makes me anticipate suffering as part of the journey of my faith. 

o Not to forget the video on the greatness of God had great impact on me, it was 

immensely transforming on what a great God we are serving. 

 “The MTC was very good, things that I thought I knew I realised I don’t know. It was great 

also being prepared  for  the  culture shock we were likely to encounter in our placement.” 

 “Very inspiring in that a lot of my beliefs were challenged… it was a moment of seeing the 

emerging issues  in  the society  and how well we can handle them. I’m looking forward for 

the next MTC” 

 I generally found this MTC... a life changing platform that enlightened me on several issues 

in the Christian life. My fears on how to go about partnership development were wiped 

away and learnt the aspect of trusting the Lord in everything. 

 I generally found this MTC... Different from others and thought provoking (whetting appetite 

for more!) 

 “The knowledge that Jesus didn’t begin in the New Testament but rather was there all through from 

the beginning. I learnt of God’s sole purpose of redeeming man to Himself right from Genesis to the 

coming of Christ on earth and the commissioning of the disciples after that. Having in mind that 

Christ is represented on every Scripture and therefore maintain focus on Christ in interpreting it is 

quite an eye opener to me.” 

 “The ‘How to’ sessions on leading prayer meetings and inviting speakers were also helpful to 

me.” 

 I generally found this MTC very insightful, especially on the Bible expositions and Bible study 

sessions. My Bible interpretation was very much challenged and the MTC was just timely as I 

began my apprenticeship. 

 “I have been challenged on living a care free life whereby its all about me, but rather its 

come out so clearly that I belong to God and am just but the vessel He’s the Potter, its 

obedience on my part.” 

 “I also got guidelines on how to interpret verses, which seem to carry many meanings by 

considering the context and purpose of the scriptures, something which I am trying to work 

on even now.” 

 “The games, quiz nights and life groups offered a good and quality platform of bonding.” 

 I found this particularly helpful... 



o The way we handle the word of God in the content, context and even to the text. 

The message being centred on Christ, since the whole bible talks about Christ. This 

was something I never knew. 

 

Apprentices’ suggestions for improvement: 

 Long afternoon sessions were somewhat tiring especially that we had to sit the whole day. 

 Some of the sessions like that one of Admin should have started earlier so that we would 

have had enough time to sort some things 

 The second year programme to be in a different class altogether, we re-learnt most topics 

with first years (was helpful though for new perspectives and newness of God’s word every 

time) 

 More sessions for 2nd years so that we don’t repeat what we did… though the repetition was 

good to remind us. 

 

Acknowledgements and future plans 

We are grateful to God that the August MTC went well. The apprentices learnt a lot and felt challenged, and 

our speakers were well prepared for their talks. We truly felt that He was our teacher as we opened up 1 

Peter, 2 Timothy and Colossians. 

We are grateful to our support staff (Linocent Chepkemoi and George Wanjohi) who really laboured in 

providing meals for us. We also grateful to Fidel who was our main expositor yet was also on the ground 

running logistics. We also give thanks for our partners, particularly those who have contributed to our 

training budget, without whose support we would not have been able to run this MTC. We are particularly 

grateful to the Growing Timothys programme of IVP for the donation of ‘The Cross of Christ’ and ‘A Call to 

Spiritual Reformation’ together with a large number of other books which will be an immense boost to the 

apprentice library and resource to the programme generally. 

A big thank you to the apprentices for helping with cleaning and food preparation and not grumbling about 

food or a number of hardships.  

It is our prayer that all the apprentices would be ‘strengthened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus’ (2 Tim. 

2:1) and go out to be faithful men and women (2:2), rightly handling the Word of God (2:15) and doing the 

work of an evangelist, fulfilling their ministry (4:5) wherever they are. 

 

Report compiled by Fidel Nyongesa (September 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 


