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Introduction  

The iServe Africa Ministry Training Course took place from 7th – 13th 

December 2014 at iSA Halfway House, Kiambu County. We had a total of 

17 first year apprentices and 2 second year apprentices. For most of the 

first year apprentices (14), this was MTC2 for them whereas for the 

second years, it was MTC5. For the 3 new first year apprentices joining 

us this was MTC1 (they will start at their placements in January). We had 

separate afternoon sessions to do induction for them.   

 For the five overarching learning objectives for the MTC see here. 

 For daily reports on the December MTC please see here. 

 

Resources for the December MTC2 

Speakers included:  

Samuel Gichanga Maina - iServe Africa Apprenticeship Programme 

Coordinator. 

Fidel Nyongesa – iServe Africa Ministry Training Facilitator. 

Andy Harker - iServe Africa Programmes Director. 

Harrison Mungai - Team Leader of iServe Africa.   

James Wainaina – iServe Africa Administrator. 

Geoffrey Wachira – iSA 2nd Year Apprentice at St. Bartolomew, Voi. 

Ruth Kaloki – iSA 2nd Year Apprentice at Deliverance Church, 

Kahawa Sukari. 

Christine Auma – Youths and Children Worker at St. Paul’s Parish 

Church, South C. 

Paul Sampson – Acting Principal, Carlile College. 

Manases Murray – Pastor at Christ Supremacy Church, Kangemi  
 

We printed A4 notes for the apprentices to use during the training after 

which they are to file them. This has proved to be cheaper as compared 

to the booklets we used to print in previous MTCs. 

Thanks to the warm weather, we had more games outside this time - 

UNO became an outdoor game. 

http://watumishiwaneno.wordpress.com/2013/04/14/ministry-training-course-april-2013/
http://watumishiwaneno.wordpress.com/?s=december+ministry+training+three+days+2014


Content  

As it has been over the years, the Theme for MTC 2 was Total Gospel where 

the aim was to introduce the apprentices to the greatness, hugeness, all-

comprehending-ness of the gospel. So that they can see the gospel more 

clearly, to see its centrality and start to see its sufficiency for and impact on 

all of life. To capture this theme we had expository talks drawn from the 

book of Acts (gospel preaching was the apostles’ mission), and Bible studies 

from Romans 3-7 (Righteousness through faith) & 1 Thessalonians (another 

reminder of the gospel but more so, living in light of the return of Christ). 

Other topics that were covered were Biblical theology, Servant 

Leadership, Expository Preaching, Doctrine of the Cross, Doctrine 

of Man, Self Care, Living out the Gospel, Evangelism, Biblical 

Manhood & Womanhood and a few more. To keep on sharpening 

our skills in preaching, we had Micro Preaching workshops in the 

afternoon where we were looked at the first 4 chapters of the 

book of Matthew. We spent each morning looking at doctrine as 

we believe this is the area where our apprentices really need to 

be rooted in. They really appreciated and were able to note that 

the superficiality that characterizes our Christianity in this 

country is actually as a result of lack of sound doctrine. 

At the end of the training, we gave each 1st year a copy of Christopher Ash’s, Married for God 

(to read before the next MTC when we will be looking at marriage according to Ephesians 5). 

We are grateful to the Growing Timothys programme of IVP for donating these resources to 

boost our library. The second years received a copy of Gaining the World, Losing the Soul, a 

book that combats prosperity preaching. 

With the second years, we boosted the programme with a greater than ever number of parallel sessions 

specifically for them. We handled introductions to the Trinity, apologetics, the challenge of liberalism, the 

Calvinist/Arminian debate, music ministry and guidance. We are also working to make the 2nd year 

curriculum more Scripture driven in the same way as the first year curriculum, so we spent several sessions 

in 1 Timothy, getting to know the letter and listening to what it teaches us about leadership and godliness, 

pastoral ministry, gospel culture and money.  

Some Feedback 

 “I found this MTC really good because it provided an 

opportunity to intensively dig deeper into the Bible through 

discussions.”  

 “It was an eye opener for me to understand the essence of 

gospel to us.” 

 “The devotions in Romans and Acts helped in understanding 

justification by faith and not works (or law) as most of us may 

assume. This challenged me to remain humble and count the 

gift of salvation indeed as such a grace from God, something 

that even at my very best can’t earn even a bit of.” 



 “The topic Doctrine of the Cross spoke to me so much. At the end of it all I was able to appreciate 

the Death of Christ on that rugged Cross for us and how God Himself was entirely involved.” 

 “In The Doctrine of the Cross there came again the centrality of the cross and what exactly 

happened (a sacrifice over sin was paid in full) for our justification and therefore we can approach 

the throne of mercy freely.” 

 “Biblical Theology was exciting and very helpful as this is always an issue for Pastors.”  

 “It was so helpful in seeing the big idea from the whole Bible, a book in the Bible and narrowing 

down to the portion one is reading.” 

 “Handling prophetic books was a change initially but now I can read and see the great Gospel.”  

  “Micro-preaching was also so helpful, preaching to colleagues and teachers and getting feedback 

helped in gathering confidence and correctly handling the Word as Paul could put it.”  

 “I loved the choice of topics for this MTC. They were timely and quite essential for us in this mission 

work.” 

 “The facilitators seemed to have well prepared in advance, thus, it helped me a lot.” 

 “I realized sometimes 1-2-1 counsel and prayers sessions in the evenings sometimes passed 

unnoticed. I think next time apprentices should be encouraged to take them seriously.”  

 “The meals were very nice. Blessings to the cooks and may they keep it up!” 

 “It was good to have time to interact with others as we share the challenges that we face in our 

placements and also encouraging moments in Christ’s vineyard.” 

Acknowledgements and future plans 

We thank God for a successful MTC2. The 19 apprentices that attended had a good time learning, being 

shaped by God’s word and fellowship together. This MTC was better than MTC1 in terms of organisation and 

content. Thanks to Harrison and Andy for leading us in the expositions of Acts. 

 Very grateful to Sammy and Fidel who were on the ground running errands, shopping, repairs etc. to 

get everything ready before MTC begins - and in deed it was! - showers were ok, water was available 

in plenty, food was on time and enough for all.  

 We are grateful to our support staff (Jane and the 2 others we 

engaged for this MTC). They did a marvellous job helping us not 

to run late because of meals not being prepared on time. We 

should stick to this plan in the next MTC.  

 We also give thanks for our partners who have contributed to 

our training budget, without whose support we would not have 

been able to run this MTC. Being at Halfway way has really 

reduced our MTC costs by over 40% but finances are always 

something of a struggle.  

 We give thanks particularly to those who have given through the Crosslinks Project Fund allowing us 

to take on, train and place apprentices to an extent that would not otherwise be possible. 

 We give thanks again for the partnership of Growing Timothys (IVP) who are helping us to build a 

good training library.  

 We also thank our apprentices for leading the sessions and washing up dishes in the evenings - a real 

test of servant-hood.  



We finished MTC2 with a Christmas Carol-cum-Holy Communion 

Service attended by alumni and friends of iServe Africa. It was great to 

hear a Christmas sermon on Luke 2:14 by Pst Manasses Murray. We 

really appreciated his clarity and focus on the glory of God & peace 

through Christ - perhaps that was really ‘the’ Christmas sermon for this 

year. One feedback we got from the apprentices was ‘this is my first 

time to attend a carol service, we should do it every year.’  

 
 
 

 
The next MTC will be held in the first week of April 2015.  
 

Report compiled by Fidel Nyikuri N. (December 2014) 


