
iServe Africa Raising the Bar Arusha, 2014 Report 

 

1. Background and Vision   

Raising the Bar (RTB) is an annual preaching & leadership conference in that seeks to call preachers 

and church leaders in Kenya to faithful biblical preaching and to servant leadership. RTB seeks to 

challenge church leaders to rethink preaching and pastoral ministry in an age of so much error and 

scepticism where the gospel is often assumed, forgotten and distorted, and very rarely defines the 

content and shape of ministry. Raising the Bar was therefore started to: 

a) Promote faithful Christ-centred Bible teaching and preaching. (Raising the standard 

in Word-driven gospel preaching) 

b) Promote genuine, Cross-shaped servant leadership in churches. (Raising the bar in 

leadership development). 

Over the years since the inception of RtB, we’ve thought of how we can have more impact and wide 

geographical coverage. We thus reached the conclusion that, starting 2014, we try out having 

Raising the Bar Conferences outside Nairobi. We held one in February in Tigoni, Limuru (to cater for 

those in/near Nairobi region). The second one was Raising the Bar Kisumu, which was held at 

Shalom Hotel on 31 March to 3 April 2014. Then from Wednesday 22nd to Saturday 25th October we 

held the first RTB in Arusha, Tanzania on which we shall be focusing in this report. 

 

2. Organisation, hosting & participants 

iServe Africa were invited to Arusha by Mike 

Taylor, principal of Mungu Ishi Bible College and 

CMS Australia mission partner. Mungu Ishi, an 

Anglican college in the diocese of Mt Kilimanjaro 

and located just outside of Arusha at the foot of 

Mount Meru, were our hosts for the four days. 

The college invited clergy from the diocese and 

hosted them along with college student 

participants and provided all the teaching 

venues and catering.  

There were around 80 participants in RTB Arusha; 

roughly half were clergy and half students from 

the Bible college. 

The programme was prepared by iServe Africa in 

consultation with Mike Taylor. The content was 

very similar to that which we used at RTB Nairobi 

and Kisumu. Mike Taylor kindly translated the 

notes into Kiswahili and printed them for 

participants.  

 

 



3. Speakers 

Our main speakers (in alphabetic order) were:  

Andy Harker- Andy works for iServe Africa as Programmes Director. Andy is married to Susie 

and they have 3 children. 

Samuel Maina – Sammy co-ordinates the iServe Africa apprenticeship programme. He is 

married to Maureen and they have a son. 

Willson Mmasa – graduate of Mungu Ishi college and iServe Africa second year apprentice. 

Fidel Nyongesa – Fidel is the Ministry Training Facilitator of iServe Africa. 
 

Fidel and Sammy arrived by bus on Tuesday. Andy and his 

family arrived by car on Thursday after some difficulties with 

travel documents. We reshuffled the programme slightly so 

that Sammy and Fidel taught exclusively on the Wednesday 

and Thursday which meant that Andy did more teaching on 

Friday and Saturday. Fidel and Sammy taught in Kiswahili and 

were greatly appreciated for doing this. Andy was translated. 

 

4. Content, reception & engagement 

 

 Wed 22 Oct Thurs 23 Oct Fri 24 Oct Sat 25 Oct 

7:00-8:00  Breakfast 

8:00-9:15 Praise & prayer 
Exposition: Zephaniah 2 
(Mmasa) 

Praise & prayer 
Exposition: Zephaniah 
3:1-13 
(Fidel) 

Praise & prayer 
Exposition: Zephaniah 
3:14-20 
(Andy) 

9:15-11:00 Warnings and encouragements in ministry and leadership 

They turned the world 
upside down: the story 
of Acts (Sammy)            

The danger of 
deserting: God’s gospel 
(Gal. 1:1-2:10) (Andy)       

The danger of falling 
from grace: the gospel 
life (Gal. 3-6) (Andy) 

11-11.30 Tea 

11:30-12:30 Listening to the 
prophets 
(Fidel) 
 

The danger of denying: 
justified in Christ (Gal. 
2:11-21)  (Andy)     

Growing & Passing On 
(Mmasa) 
        

12:30-13:15 Concluding plenary & 
praying for one another      

13:15-14:15 Arrivals & Registration Lunch & free time 

14:15-16:00 Introductions, worship 
& prayer (Mike / 
Mmasa) 
 

Group work: finding the 
context & the big idea 
(Haggai 2:1-9) 

Group work: finding the 
aim & the application 
(Haggai 2:1-9) 

Departures 

 

16:00-16:30 Tea 

16:30-18:00 Opening sermon 
(Bishop Stanley Hotay) 

Still turning the world 
upside down: apostolic 
ministry today (Sammy) 

They turned the world 
upside down: preaching 
Christ from the Old 
Testament (Fidel) 

Exposition: Zephaniah 1 
(Fidel) 

Communion service 
(led by Bishop Stanley 
Hotay with David 
Juniper preaching) 

Servants of the Word 
(Sammy) 

18:00 Supper and evening free time 

 

 

Ministry 

Revolution 



 

There was a good deal of variety of background, age and maturity among the participants but from 

among the clergy few would have had very much training. It was particularly exciting a) to see one 

or two starting to grasp the gospel of justification by faith more clearly and b) to see groups of 

pastors sitting in groups throughout the practical sessions working hard to find the wazo kuu (big 

idea) of the passage. 

It was particularly good to have Samuel, Fidel and Mmasa teaching and 

engaging with the participants in Kiswahili. We were grateful to the 

Bishop for his attendance and encouragement and for the excellent 

preaching of David Juniper (Byford Baptist Church, Western Australia) 

at the closing communion service on servant leadership from Mark 

10:45.   

The following feedback was received (translated): 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS MOST VALUED WHAT TO IMPROVE 
Good teachings needed in this century  Considering Context Need more of this 
Great. Really understood faith & grace Book of Zephaniah & Haggai expos More time 
Going back to faithful handling of the word Clear teaching on God’s Judgment Be 7 days of teaching 
Teachings really needed Knowing that am a servant Teach Diocese of Kagera 
Focus on Context & Preaching Christ from OT As Servants, we are under the word  
Helpful, needed Going back to the gospel Have wide coverage 
Helpful in Preaching the Word Faithfully Preaching Christ from OT  
Good teachings needed by the Church- Mwanza Faithful handling of the word Andy to teach in Kiswahili 
Loved the teachings   Time to be extended  
Good  Would love more of this 
Great. Needed by the whole Church  More Repetition 
Very much needed, as there’s rise of false teaching Faithful handling of the word Should have taken 2 weeks 
Grateful to God for this ministry Interpretation of the Bible- Context More time 
Very good teachings How we Interpret the Bible well  
Very helpful now when there’s much deception Word is Master, we are Servants Be regular 
Very much needed in light of the times we’re in Preaching Christ from OT  
Been renewed particularly with Zephaniah expos The Prophets & Galatians Be done as a full course 
Very good teaching. Refreshing Christ in all Scripture  Be done 3 times a year 



Thanks 

 We are grateful to God for RtB Arusha 2014, for any spiritual growth that occurred and most 

of all for giving us such a gospel and Word to enjoy and proclaim. 

 We are particularly grateful to Mike Taylor and Mungu Ishi Bible College for inviting us, 

hosting us and doing all of the logistics and on-the-ground organisation. 

 We give thanks for the three-way partnership between iServe Africa, Mungu Ishi, and Injili 

Bible Church Kawangware. Injili kindly sent a consignment of Kiswahili books and Bible 

resources with us to Mungu Ishi so that each RTB participant went away with three or four 

titles. 

Future plans 

We look forward to returning to Mungu Ishi, God-willing, 27-30 May 2015. 

 

 

Report prepared by, 

Fidel Nyikuri & Andy Harker  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 


