
Preaching from the gospels: MARK    
 
 
The Gospel according to... 
 1 gospel – 4 angles 
 
‘I pray that you may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide [Luke] and long 
[Matthew] and high [John] and deep [Mark] is the love of Christ’ (Eph. 3:17-18)1   

Luke – come to seek and save the lost (Lk. 19:10), outcasts, Gentiles 
Matthew – looking back to the OT promises, the King in the line of David and his kingdom 
John – testimony, revelation, salvation; A ‘U’-shaped story (John 13:3) – the Son come from 
heaven to take us to be with him 
Mark –the depths of the Suffering Servant 

 
Key principle:  THE GOSPELS ARE ABOUT THE GOSPEL 
The Gospels are proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God (Mk. 1:1 cf. John 20:30-31: 
Look/WrittenLean/BelieveLife) 
 

Mark 1:1 

 About Jesus – just full of Jesus – he went, he said, he... – camera never strays from him 

for a second 

 A story not a formula – not just ‘God is holy, you are sinful, Jesus is the way back’ – 

rather we are given 10,000 words of characters and actions and plot and tension – we 

like stories but do we like stories about Jesus? 

 Then not now – the gospel is historic (i.e. what happened 2000 years ago), not about 

what Jesus can do for us now – transformation is not the gospel (cf. John 20:30-31 – it is 

hearing what Jesus did then that saves people)  

 
The gospel runs all through Mark – e.g. Mk. 1:9-12; 2:15-17; 3:6; 3:21-22; 3:27; 8:31; 10:45; 
14:22-24; 14:27 (cf. Zech. 13:7); 14:34-36 (cf. Isa. 51:17,22; Jer. 25:15); 14:50; 14:53-72; 
14:61&15:5 (cf. Isa. 53:7); 15:6-15; 15:33-39 (Darkness explained by a cry; 
Misunderstanding; Cry explained by a torn curtain; Understanding) 
 In these verses we see particularly the two themes of: 

o The evil of humanity – we are hardened rebels who want to kill God 
o The substitutionary death of Jesus – suffering the wrath of God in their place 

 
When you see an Old Testament reference, always go back and look it up in context 
 
 
Getting a grip on Mark 
Different ways to get into the book: 

– A 2-fold division (Mk. 8:27-31) – “Who is Jesus?” (1:1; 4:40; 6:14) then “Why has he come?” 
– Or, all about “Who is Jesus?” – “The Christ” (8:29) then “The Son of God” (15:39) – each time 

we also see what sort of Christ and what sort of Son of God 
– Or, open any passage and ask:2  “Who is Jesus?” (Mk. 8:27-30) – IDENTITY 

“Why has he come?” (Mk. 8:31-33) – MISSION 
“What does it mean to follow him?” (Mk. 8:33-38) - CALL
   

Stick with Mark – don’t need to add in what other Gospels say – stay with Mark’s storyline 
 

                                                           
1 John Stott, The Incomparable Christ, by John Stott (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2001), p. 40. 
2 These three questions are suggested by Rico Tice. 



Context 
 

– One passage interprets another – e.g. Mk. 8:22-33 

– Contrasts – e.g. Mk. 10:13-52; 14:53-72 

– Collection – e.g Mk. 4:35-5:43 

– Markan sandwiches (Mk. 3:20-35; 5:21-43; 11:12-25; 14:1-11) 

o What is the meat and what is the bread?  

o What are the contrasts or connections between the ‘bread’ and the ‘meat’ 

–  
Big Idea 

– Read, read, read 
– Pray, pray, pray 
– Ask lots of questions – context, identity, mission, call 
– Look for repeated words or ideas 
– Look for a key verse or ‘punch line’ 
– Divide into chunks/paragraphs, summarise each chunk, then try to put them all together 
– Check that it fits into the whole flow of Mark – esp. that it’s about Jesus and the gospel 
– Check that it is not too long to be useful or too short to be specific to this passage 

 
Application 
A) Stories – don’t jump to spiritualise – they are history – main point is what Jesus did then 
B) Parables – look for the big punch, the ‘sting in the tail’ 
C) Teaching – more direct but look at who it is addressed to and why 
Think CONTEXT 
Think IDENTITY, MISSION, CALL  
Application doesn’t have to mean something to do – it may be something to know 
Big application of the gospel: Mk. 1:15 
Give us Jesus 
 
The Apostles demonstrate how to read and apply the Gospels in their: 

1. Sermons in Acts e.g. 2:22-36; 3:13-26; 10:36-43; 13:17-41 
– cross & resurrection 
– OT fulfilment 
– call to repentance & faith 
– miracles = attesting      

2. Letters 
– cross as salvation (Hebrews 1:3; 1 John 4:10) 
– and as pattern (Phil. 2:5-11; 1 Peter 2:21-25)   


