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Introduction   

 What made God to incarnate?  

 What took Christ to the Cross?  

 Was Jesus killed or did he die?  

 



Introduction  

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit all worked in what has 
been called “The week of creation” and then rested 
(Genesis 1 – 2).  
 
 

When man was created, he began with rest. When he 
sinned, both his and God’s rest were broken. 
 
 

  God began to work again, this time in what has been 
called “The week of redemption”.  
 

 

 



Introduction  

There could be no true rest while sin reigned, so the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit had to work to redeem 
fallen man and bring about redemptive rest.  

 
Jesus, the eternal Son, was given work to do the work 

of atonement.  
 

“God chose him for this purpose long before the world began, but now in these 

final days, he was sent to the earth for all to see. And he did this for you.”  

(1 Peter 1:20) 



Sinfulness of man   

Man fell into a state of sinfulness, becoming totally 
depraved in spirit, soul and body.  
 

Adam violated the one law God had given him and “Sin is 
the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4 with Genesis 
2:17).  
 

 Sin made man lawless, a rebel at heart.  
 

 It separated him from God (Isaiah 59:2) creating a great gulf 
between them.  
 



Sinfulness of man   

 

 Man is sinful by nature and therefore sins in thought, word and 
deed.  
 

 He is not a sinner because he sins, he sins because he is a sinner.  
 
 

 He does what he does because of what he is (Romans 3:23; 
Galatians 3:22; Psalm 51:5; Romans 7:7 – 21). 
 

 
 The holiness of God and sinfulness of man are in direct 

opposition to each other. 
 

 



Sinfulness of man  
 

 The holiness of God cannot tolerate the sinfulness of man; 
therefore God’s holiness demands that man’s sinfulness be 
exposed and judged.  

 

 If God did not deal with man’s sinfulness, then His law, His 
throne of holiness, His righteousness, and justice would be 
in jeopardy. 



Holiness of God  

Holiness is a fundamental moral attribute of God 
 

Holiness describes God’s inward character, His very 
essence.  
 

His holiness is absolute and underived 
 

 
God is perfectly holy in all he says and does because He is 

holiness personified (Leviticus 19:2; Exodus 15:11, Isaiah 
57:15; Exodus 28:36; Isaiah 57:15; Exodus 3: 1- 15; Joshua 
5:13 – 15; Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 15:3-4) 
 



The Holiness of God 

Because God is absolutely holy, He can expect no less 
than holiness in His creatures (1 Peter 1:1-6).  
 
 

He hates sin with a perfect hatred and cannot tolerate it.  
 

The righteousness of God demands that sin be exposed, 
judged and punished (Psalm 89:14; Romans 1:17).  
 



OBSTACLES TO FORGIVENESS  

 A loving God intended to save the sinner but there seemed to be 
a problem 

 
 There was an obstacle to God’s forgiveness of man’s sin 
 
 What exactly was standing in the way of a loving God pardoning 

a sinful man? Several suggestions come up on what really 
necessitated the CROSS 

 
 Was it the Devil? Was it the law? Was God himself the obstacle?  

 



Devil 
  Was it the devil that made the Cross necessary?  

 

 
 Jesus and His apostles did speak of His cross as the means of 

overthrowing the devil. 
 

 
 Jesus Himself gave an analogy of a strong man guarding his house in 

Luke 11:21 – 22. “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 
house, his possessions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks 
and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man 
trusted and divides up the spoils.”   

 



Devil  

 It is true that when man fell, he sold himself to captivity in sin, 
but to say that the devil acquired rights over man that God had 
to meet his demands before he could release his captives is not 
true. God owed the devil nothing but punishment.  
 
 

 Therefore the Cross of Christ was not a divine transaction with 
the devil but it overthrew his Kingdom. Christ died as a ransom 
for us Mark 10:45; “…….. And to give his life as a ransom for 
many”   

 



Law  

 Since sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4), and the law cannot be broken 
with impunity, the sinner then has to be punished to “satisfy” the law 

 
 Did Jesus then die to “satisfy” the law for us? 

 
 
 Galatians 3:13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is 
hung on a tree.”    

 
 (Colossians 2:13-14) “You were dead in sins, and your sinful desires were not 

yet cut away. Then he gave you a share in the very life of Christ, for he forgave all 
your sins, 14 and blotted out the charges proved against you, the list of his 
commandments which you had not obeyed. He took this list of sins and destroyed it 
by nailing it to Christ's cross.”  



Law 

 Daniel chapter 6 illustrates how King Darius found himself in a 
dilemma where he was so much determined to save Daniel but the 
law which he signed could not allow him save Daniel.  

 

 
 God loves us sinners and longs to save us, but cannot do so by 

violating the law which has justly condemned us hence the Cross, in 
which the penalty of the law was paid and its sanctity vindicated.  

 

 Romans 8:1 “So now there is no condemnation for those who 

belong to Christ Jesus.” 



God’s Character  

 The greatest problem for forgiveness of man’s sin seemed to be 
within God himself.  
 

 Atonement is a ‘necessity’ because it ‘arises from within God 
himself’.  
 

 God had to satisfy himself before pardoning the sinner in a 
manner consistent to His character attributes of love and 
holiness 

 
 He must punish sin because He is Holy.  

 



Biblical Concepts  

 We will need to review some Biblical concepts to help us 

understand fully the necessity and achievements of the 

Cross of Christ.  



Divine Law  

 God gave divine law as a standard of righteousness for all to follow. 
 
 Without law there would be no order 

 
 God’s will was His law and His law was His will 

 
 The laws governing God’s own being were to be the laws which 

would govern all created beings.  
 

 God gave Adam and Eve one law, the law of loving obedience 
(Genesis 2:17). To transgress this law was sin (1 John 3:4)  

 



The wrath of God  
 What happens then when the holiness of God comes into conflict 

with the sinfulness of man? The answer is divine wrath is manifested.  
 

 The reaction of God’s holiness against man’s sinfulness is wrath. 
 

 The wrath of God is the righteous anger of a good and holy God 
against sin.  
 

 Sin cannot be tolerated. It must be dealt with and come under divine 
judgment.  

 



Wrath of God  

 Sin is an attack on the honor and holiness of God. If it goes 
unjudged, then God’s law, holiness, righteousness and justice are 
violated.  

 Only as sin is dealt with will God’s character be vindicated, His 
throne established, the law upheld and God’s government of His 
creatures be maintained.  

 Several scriptures speak of God’s wrath.  

 Jeremiah 25:15 – 17 ……. For thus the LORD, the God of Israel 
says to me, “Take this cup of the wine of wrath from my hand 
and cause all the nations to whom I send you to drink it. They 
will drink and stagger and go mad because of the sword that I 
will send among them………….”  

 

 



Wrath of God  
Psalms 75:8 – For a cup is in the hand of the Lord, and the wine foams; It is 
well mixed, and He pours out of this; surely all the wicked of the earth must 
drain and drink down its dregs. 
Jeremiah 49:12 – For thus says the LORD, “Behold, those who were not 
sentenced to drink the cup will certainly drink it, and are you the one who 
will be completely acquitted? You will not be acquitted, but you will 
certainly drink it. “ 

Revelation 14:10 – He also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which 
is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented 
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb. 
Revelation 16:19 – The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of 
the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her 
the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath. 

 



God’s Holy Love  

 God is love (1 John 4:16) 
 

 How can God in love save the sinner without violating His holiness 
and executing His wrath upon sin? The answer is found in the 
atonement, as typified in the Old Testament, prophesied of in the 
law, the psalms and the prophets and then fulfilled in the work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 In the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ, God deals in holiness 
with sin and in love with the sinner.  
 

 In the work of the Cross, holiness and love are seen in perfect 
balance, God judging sin and making provision for the sinner’s 
salvation (Isaiah 53:3-6; II Corinthians 5:21; Romans 3:25).  

 



Substitution  

 For God to punish sin and pardon the sinner, He needed a substitute 
who would take the punishment for man and save the sinful man 
from the penalty of his sin.  
 

 There was need of an atoning sacrifice who shall atone (Cover, 
expiate, purge, reconcile) for the sin of man. 
 

 For the substitute to achieve this task, He must be fully God and fully 
man.  
 

 Fully God so as to be without any sin and fully man to meet the 
‘standards’ of a sacrifice (Ability to shed blood) for there is no 
forgiveness of sin without shedding of blood.  

 



Substitution  
The substitute was then designed to be The Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Before Jesus would come to earth and die at the Cross to fulfill 
His mandate, His work was foreshadowed in the Old Testament 
through ceremonies, events and prophesies 

 
 

We will therefore scheme through some of these ceremonies, 
events and prophesies in what I refer to as:  
‘The Cross foreshadowed’ 



The Cross of Christ Foreshadowed  

 Not only was the Law a schoolmaster pointing to Christ (Galatians 
3:24), the prophets also pointed to Christ.  
 

 The law typified Christ, while the prophets foretold Christ 
 

 The Law shadowed forth the atonement typically while the Psalms and 
the Prophets foretold the atonement prophetically 
 

 Jesus plainly declared that the Law, the Psalms and the Prophets 
typified and prophesied of Him (Mathew 5:17 – 18; 11:13; Luke 24:27, 
44 – 45; Hebrews 10:5 – 10). 



a) Abraham’s attempted sacrifice of Isaac – Genesis 22:1-19 

 
 In this passage, God asks Abraham to offer to him as a burnt offering, 

his only son whom he loves.  
 

 In the New Testament, (Mathew 3:17, Mark 9:7) God pronounces 
during baptism and transfiguration of Jesus, that he is his son whom he 
loves. 

 
 At the foot of the mountain, where the sacrifice was to take place, 

“Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 
Isaac” (Genesis 22:6).  

 



Abraham’s attempted sacrifice  

 In John 19:17, “Carrying the cross by himself, he went to the 
place called Place of the skull (in Hebrew Golgotha). 
 

 In Genesis 22:13, a substitute ram is provided to Abraham to 
substitute for his son Isaac as a sacrifice. 
 

  This substitute lamb points out to Christ who would later offer 
himself as a substitute to bear human sin. (John 1:29, 36, Rev 
13:8). 

 



b) The Passover  - Exodus 12:1-51 

  In verses 2-3, God instructed his people to commence preparations for the 
Passover meal on the date of the spring moon, that is, on the tenth day of 
Abib, known later in Babylonian times as Nisan.  
 

 The corn would be newly ripe, and so would serve as a fitting marker that 
what the Passover stood for was a new beginning, a fresh start for Israel as a 
nation. 
 

  In verse 3, for the Israelites to be spared from the plague of death, a lamb 
with no defects had to be killed and its blood placed on the doorframes of 
each home.  

 
 In killing the lamb, the Israelites shed innocent blood.  

 
 The lamb was a sacrifice, a substitute for the person who would have died in 

the plague. From this point on, the Hebrew people would clearly understand 
that for them to be spared from death, an innocent life had to be sacrificed 
in their place.  

 



The Passover  
 In verse 5, the animal chosen was to be a one year male goat or sheep with 

no defects. 
 
 This pointed out to Christ who would offer himself as a lamb to take up sins 

of mankind yet he was without sin himself. He was without ‘defect’ 
without ‘spot’. 
 

 The victim (animal) was to be killed four days later, at twilight – literally, 
that is, ‘between the two evenings’, which the rabbis took to mean 
‘between 3’oclock in the afternoon and when the sun set.’ This timing 
would later signify the time of the death of Jesus Christ. 
 

 In verse 7, they were instructed to take some of the blood and smear on 
the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 
animal.  

 
 



The Passover  

 That night the firstborn Son of every family that did not have blood on 
the doorframes was killed.  
 

 The lamb had to be killed in order to get the blood that would protect 
them. (This foreshadowed the blood of Christ, the Lamb of God, who 
gave His blood for the sins of all people) 
 

 They ate the flesh of the lamb and were told not to take any into 
waste.  
 

 This signified the precious nature of the sacrifice which later we 
experience in Christ. “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood; you have no life in you.” (John 
6:53). 

 



The Passover  

In verse 22, they were to drain the blood of the animal into a basin, 
then take a bundle of hyssop branches, dip it into the blood and brush 
the hyssop across the top and sides of the doorframe.  
 
The blood being smeared across the top and sides of the doorframes 
would look exactly as blood “oozing” out of the body of Christ at the 
cross. 

 
 His nailed two hands and thorn bearing head had enough blood on the 
cross bar of the cross while his pierced side had enough blood to look like 
the one smeared on the sides of the doorframes.  

 



The Passover  

The hyssop used here is the same material used to extend sour 
wine to him when he said he is thirsty. “A jar of sour wine was 
sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop 
branch, and held it up to his lips. (John 19:29). 
 
In verse 46, the Israelites were told to eat the lamb in one house 
and its bones were not to be broken.  
 
This relates to what happened to Christ at the cross, “But when 
they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so they 
didn’t break his legs” (John 19:33 NLT). 

 



c) The day of atonement – Leviticus 16:1 – 34)  
  
The Day of Atonement was the greatest day of the year for Israel. The 
word “atone” has three different meanings i.e. “to cover”, to ransom” and 
“to wipe away or purge”. In Hebrew context, the word was used to mean 
“to cover”.  
 
The Old Testament sacrifices could not actually remove sins but only 
cover them. 
 
On this day, the people confessed their sins as a nation, and the high 
priest went into the most holy place to make atonement for them.  
 
Sacrifices were made and blood was shed so that the people’s sins could 
be “covered” until Christ’s sacrifice on the cross would give people the 
opportunity to have their sins removed forever.  

 



The day of atonement  

The two goats represented the two ways God was dealing with 
the Israelites’ sin. 
 
He was forgiving their sin through the first goat, which was 
sacrificed and 
 
He was removing their guilt through the second goat, the 
scapegoat that was sent into the wilderness.  

 
 

This system was replaced by Jesus’ death once and for all for we 
can have our sins forgiven and guilt removed.  

 



The day of atonement  

 This system ended when Jesus shouted at the cross “It is finished” 
(John 19:30). Leviticus 17:11 helps us to understand the significance 
of this.  

It reads, “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to 
you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that 
makes atonement for one’s life.”  
 
 The shedding of blood symbolizes a life laid down on behalf of others, 

and the sprinkling of blood serves to cleanse the unclean.  
 
 The purpose of the sacrifice is to make atonement for the one who 

offers it. The straightforward interpretation of the ritual is that the 
sacrificial offering takes the place of the sinful worshipper and dies as 
his or her substitute.  

 



The day of atonement  

The sacrifices required the offerors to lay their hands on the animals 
before slaughtering them in a symbolic act which appears to transfer the 
total dedication (in the case of the burnt offering) or the sin (in the case 
of the guilt offering) to the victim.  
 
The victim then serves as a substitute by becoming either the perfect 
gift of worship to God or the perfect payment of a ransom to God.  
 
The Day of Atonement is about the removal both of uncleanness from 
God’s sanctuary and of sin from God’s people. The high priest was to lead 
the Israelites in observing this ritual that was making them right with God 
every year.  

 



Leviticus 1:3-9 

1.   Worshipper ‘brings near’/‘offers’ victim 

2. Worshipper lays hand on head of victim 

3. Worshipper kills victim 

4. Priest puts the blood on the altar and 

sometimes other parts of the tabernacle 

5. Priest burns parts or all of victim on the 

altar 

6. Any remaining parts of carcase are eaten 

or burnt outside the camp. 

 



The Old Vs New systems of sacrifice   

Old System 

 Was temporary (Hebrews 8:13) 

 Required careful approach to  

Tabernacle (Leviticus 16:2). 

 Aaron first high priest (Leviticus 16:32) 

 From tribe of Levi (Hebrews 7:5) 

 Ministered on earth (Hebrews 8:4) 

 Used blood of animals (Leviticus 16:15) 

 Required many sacrifices (Hebrews 10:1-3) 

 Needed perfect animals (Leviticus 22:19) 

 Looked forward to new system (Hebrews 10:1)

  

 

New System  

 Is permanent (Hebrews 7:21) 

 Encourages confident approach to 
throne (Hebrews 4:16).  

 Jesus only High Priest (Hebrews 4:14) 

 From tribe of Judah (Hebrews 7:14) 

 Ministers in Heaven (Hebrews 8:1, 2) 

 Uses blood of Christ (Hebrews 10:4-12) 

 Requires one sacrifice (Hebrews 9:28) 

 Needs a perfect life (Hebrews 5:9) 

 Sets aside old system (Hebrews 10:9)  

 



d) The Lord’s suffering servant (Isaiah 52: 13 – 53:12) 

 
 This is one of the peaks of the Old Testament’s revelation of God  

 
 These chapters speak of the Messiah, Jesus, who would suffer for the 

sins of all people.  
 

 God was pulling aside the curtain of time to let the people of Isaiah’s 
day look ahead to the suffering of the future Messiah and the 
resulting forgiveness made available to all. 

 
 The Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8: 27 – 38 was reading Isaiah 53: 7 – 8 

from where Philip told him the good news about Jesus. 

 



THE CROSS EMBRACED  

 The foreshadowed cross of Christ was achieved when Christ 
voluntarily and with determination went up the Cross 

 
 To understand this better, we focus on Christ’s last 24 hours on 

earth. There are significant events that Christ is involved in 
before His death namely; 

  
 1. The fellowship with His disciples in the upper room 

 
 2. The agony in the garden of Gethsemane 
 
 3. The crucifixion at Golgotha 

 



1. The Last Supper  

 In less than 24 hours to His death at the Cross, Jesus 

reclined together with His disciples around a table in a 

friend’s house – the upper room, to have their very last 

supper.  

 

 From his words and acts, we draw some lessons; 

a. The Centrality of His death  

b. The purpose of His death  

c. The need to appropriate His death personally  

 



a) The Centrality of His Death  

 He focused more on His death than on His past acts  

 His mission was still ahead  



b) The purpose of His death  

Jesus took bread blessed it, then broke and gave to His disciples saying 
“This is my body broken for you; take it in remembrance of me.” After 
supper, he took a cup of wine, gave thanks for it and passed it on, and 
said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:14 -20) 

 

 

 His body given to us  

 His blood shed for us to seal the new covenant  

 To fulfil Jeremiah’s prophesy (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 



c) The need to appropriate His death personally  

 The disciples were active participants in the drama of the 

Cross, not just spectators  

 The eating of the bread and the drinking of the blood 

demonstrates personal appropriation of Christ’s sacrifice.  

 

 So Jesus said again, "I assure you, unless you eat the flesh 

of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you cannot have 

eternal life within you. But those who eat my flesh and 

drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them at 

the last day. For my flesh is the true food, and my blood is 

the true drink." (John 6:53-55), 

 



Appropriation of Christ’s sacrifice  

“When we bless the cup at the Lord's Table, aren't we 

sharing in the benefits of the blood of Christ? And when we 

break the loaf of bread, aren't we sharing in the benefits of 

the body of Christ?” 

(1 Corinthians 10:16) 

 



2. The agony at the garden of Gethsemane  

 Christ retreats to pray to the father. Unlike the past similar 
circumstances Christ is more emotional and shares with His intimate 3 
(Peter, John and James) whom he carried along that He is ‘overwhelmed 
with sorrow to the point of death’.   
 

 He moves farther and pray ‘My Father if it is possible may this cup be 
taken from me, not as I will but as you will.  
 

 Going out the second time, He prays ‘My Father, if it is not possible for 
this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done  
 

 His prayer was so earnest that His sweat was like as drops of blood 
falling to the ground.  

 



3. Calvary Experience   

 Christ carried His Cross to the place where he was to be crucified. 
The soldiers nailed him to the cross and mocked him.  

 
 Darkness covered the earth for 3 hours signifying separation from 

God who is light.  
 
 Christ had taken the sin of mankind in his body.  
 
 He was made sin He who knew no sin 
 
 He was separated from the Father and Cried out “My God my God, 

why have you forsaken me?”  

 



Calvary 

  Isaiah 53:4-6 – “Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it 

was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought 

his troubles were a punishment from God for his own 

sins! 5 But he was wounded and crushed for our sins. He 

was beaten that we might have peace. He was whipped, 

and we were healed! 6 All of us have strayed away like 

sheep. We have left God's paths to follow our own. Yet 

the LORD laid on him the guilt and sins of us all.” 



Calvary experience  

 Christ had drunk of the ‘Cup’ full of God’s wrath. The cup that he 
dreaded had come to pass.  
 

 Christ had become a propitiation for us. (1 John 2:1-2; 4:10; 
Romans 3:24-25) 

 
 He had ‘satisfied’ the wrath of God.  
 
 He ‘appeased’ God’s anger 
 
 Jesus Christ the perfect sacrifice ‘substituted’ for mankind penalty  

 



Achievements of the Cross  

“When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made 
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the written code, with its 
regulations, that was against us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed 
the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the 
cross” (Colossians 2:13 – 15).  
 
 
Romans 8:1 – 4  
Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29)  
The Son of Man came ….. to give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45) 
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people (Hebrews 9:28) 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree (1 Peter 2:24) 
Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God  
(1 Peter 3:18) 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us… (Gal 3:13) 

 



The blood of Jesus Christ  

The blood of Christ is the most precious thing and the only 
cleansing agent from sin in the universe (1 Peter 1:18 – 20) 
 
It is the blood of God (Acts 20:28) 
 
It is far more valuable than animal blood, and sinful human blood, 
for it is the divine life, the blood of God. 
  
It speaks to God in our behalf (Hebrews 12:22 – 24). All true 
believers have faith in the blood of Jesus (Romans 3:23-25) 
 
Benefits of the blood: 

 



Benefits of the Blood  

 Cleansing from sin by the blood (1 John 1:7) 
 Justification available by the blood (Romans 5:9) 
 Redemption through His blood (Ephesians 1:7; Romans 5:9-10) 
 Reconciliation through the blood (Colossians 1:20; Romans 3:25) 
 Peace through the blood (Colossians 1:20) 
 Access to God by the blood (Ephesians 2:13) 
 Conscience purged by the blood (Hebrews 9:13) 
 Sanctification by the blood (Hebrews 13:12) 
 Communion through the blood (1Corinthians 10:16) 
 Covenant relationship through the blood (Hebrews 13:20) 
 Kingship and priesthood unto God through the blood (Revelation 1:5;5:9-10) 
 Overcome Satan by the blood (Revelation 12:11) 
 Eternal life through the blood (John 6:53-57,63) 

 




