


Why look at church history?

1. History is God’s history – praise his works

2. Help in interpreting Scripture

3. Laboratory of different Christian approaches to 

politics, culture and science

4. Inspiration and imitation 

5. Help in seeing what is primary and central

6. Humility and gratitude

7. View of the breadth of the church

8. The tyranny of the present and the breeze of 

the centuries



Bible history is part of history

Ignatius of 
Antioch

Polycarp





JEWISH MESSIANIC 

EXPECTATIONS

• The Spirit of God would return to the covenant 

land (Isa. 32; Ezek. 36; Joel 2)

• God would send the Messiah to free His 

covenant  people and the covenant land from 

the Romans

 A Davidic Kingly Messiah

 The Prophet like Moses (and the last Elijah)

 A Great High Priest in the Order of Melchizedek



VARIOUS GROUPS AND HOPES



THE TEMPLE



THE TEMPLE





• Read Luke 21:5-24



• 66 AD revolt (First Jewish War)

• Vespasian, 68 AD turns back, Mark 13:18

• Flight to Pella

• Titus, 70 AD, 6 month siege, destruction







• Last stand at 

Masada 

c.72-74



How help us with NT?

• Jesus was right!

• Jesus and the apostles ministered in 

tumultuous times on the brink of revolt

• Possibly all NT documents written before 

70 AD



The Parting of the Ways

• Early Church was Jerusalem-centred

• Ejections from synagogues

• 12th of 18 benedictions against Nazarim and 

minim (pre-70AD?)

• Bar Kokhba revolt (132-135), messianic claims; 

imperial exclusion of all ethnic Jews from 

Jerusalem 

‘It is simplistic to look for a decisive moment in the parting of the ways... 

There was no sudden break... but rather an ever-widening rift’

(P. S. Alexander)



The Parting of the Ways

• Did Christianity break off from Judaism or did 

Judaism break off from the Way?

• Acts 7, 24, 26



The Canon

• John 14:26

• Key criterion – apostolic

• 2 Peter 3:16; 1 Tim 5:18

• Ignatius (110 AD) cites Matthew as Scripture

• Marcion (144 AD)

• Better lists (Muratorian fragment)

• Athanasius (367 AD) Easter Letter

• Departing from Judaism or Judaism departing from the 

Way?



Implications

• Glory not at the Jerusalem Temple

• Jesus is the Temple (John 2:21)

• Don’t need to visit Jerusalem

• The Church is the continuation of the OT people of God

• Christ is coming back


