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The place of ABRAHAM in the God’s Big story 
 

Introduction  

What hinders us from reading through the whole? 

 

Abraham – a brief summary 

1.  Born in ___ of the Chaldeans (modern day  

2.  Receives God’s call when he was ____ years old 

(Genesis 12:4) 

➢ It’s never too late to turn to Christ! 

3.  A very different life before God’s call (Joshua 

24:15) 

➢ An illustration of God’s grace! 

 

God’s promises to Abraham (Genesis 11:27-12:1-9) 

-  

 

-  

 

-  

 

2 lessons from this: 

o God’s grace often brings reward! 

 

  

o Land/People/International Blessing as helpful guide  

 

 

Parallels between the immediate context and Abraham’s call  

 



What does this teach us about God  

o He achieves everything He desires 

 

 

o Without Him we can do nothing 

 

 

 

 

For further reflection. Read Genesis 12:10-20 and consider how what happens to Abraham 

foreshadows future events 

 

How God strengthens Abraham’s/our faith 

1. Recognizes our ________ (verse 1) 

 

2. Assures us of His pardon and of our place in His kingdom (Genesis 15:6) 

 

Genesis 15:6 is foundational to the doctrine of justification by faith.  

Justification = a legal act of God by which: 

1) He thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us and 

2) declares us to be righteous in His sight 

This gift is received through faith/trust in God’s promises  

 

➢ Abraham was not sinless but believed God’s promises & God counted that as righteousness 

 

❖ The gospel which operates in a similar way in that we are called to believe the 

promise of God regarding salvation and eternal life and when we believe God 

counts our belief as righteousness hence why Abraham is called the father of us 

all (Romans 4:16) 

 

3. Shows His unlimited commitment to undeserving sinners 

o Abraham’s wavering faith (verse 8) 

 

o God’s response by establishing a c__________ (verse 18) 
 

 

A covenant according to Scripture is 



The main elements of a covenant in Scripture: 

1. The parties 

2. The obligations/responsibilities 

3. The blessings that follow the fulfilment of the obligations 

4. The curses/the punishment that will follow the failure to keep the obligations 

 

Covenants can either be between equals (parity covenants) or between a greater and a lesser party 

(unilateral covenants)  Unilateral = one sided 

 

What makes a covenant unilateral? 

o They have been established/put into effect by one party (the greater one) in the 

covenant 

  

o They have no obligations on one party (the lesser one) 

▪ An example earlier in Genesis? 

 

Of particular importance in biblical covenants is 

the role of life/death and thus of blood. In Genesis 

15, this is linked to the phrase “make a covenant” 

(verse 18) which in the Hebrew literally translates 

as cut a covenant ( ברית כרת  – karat b'riyt) 

- What is cut in Genesis 15? 

 

- What is going on?  

 

- Biblical basis? (_________ 34:18-20) 

 

 

This is why some theologians define a covenant as “a bond in blood” or “a bond of life and death 

sovereignly administered” (see e.g. the book Christ of the Covenants, p4 by O. Palmer Robertson 

 

 

Genesis 15 is therefore a picture of God’s extraordinary grace! 

 

NOTE: Genesis 15 serves to give assurance of promises already given (specifically those of a great 

nation and of the promised land as per Genesis 12:1-3). This is why Genesis 15 is seen not as the 

initiation of the Abrahamic covenant but rather it’s confirmation. The covenant will be sealed in 

Genesis 17. 

 



CONCLUSION 

1. All roads lead to Christ and Abraham is a good guide on that road 

 

“It may truly be said without exaggeration that not only the rest of the Old Testament 

but the whole of the New Testament are an outworking of these promises (to 

Abraham particularly those given in Genesis 12:1-3).” 

John Stott in Understanding the Bible, p 51 

 

2. “Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.” 

 

3. Beware of the hankering after signs and wonders! 

 

 

Homework for next week 

- Read Genesis 17 and then try and identify how the main elements of a covenant (as described 

in the list above) are present 

- In what ways does Genesis 17 apply/not apply to Christians today? Support your answer by 

including some New Testament passages 

- What does Genesis 17 have to say about discipleship in the family? Support your answer by 

including some New Testament passages 

 

 

FURTHER READING 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-covenant-of-abraham A sermon by John Piper which 

explores the nature of God’s dealings with man and how far the covenant with Abraham extended. 

This is an example of Piper’s excellent scholarship and his edifying biblical theology 

Were the covenants with Abraham and David conditional? By Dr. Richard L. Pratt Jr. (Google the title 

and you’ll get it. It’s long [27 pages] but has some very useful insights) 

https://www.crossway.org/articles/10-things-you-should-know-about-the-biblical-covenants/ A 

short yet helpful article by Thomas Schriener (a Reformed Baptist professor) giving different 

perspective on what a covenant is. 

http://themelios.thegospelcoalition.org/article/fathers-of-faith-my-fathers-now-on-abraham-

covenant-theology-paedobaptism If you want a meaty article on how the Abrahamic covenant applies 

to us today, this is a good place to start. Be warned however this article will massively challenge you 

and possibly change your life! 
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