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The significance of ABRAHAM in the God’s Big story 
 

Introduction 

Father Abraham had many sons 
Many sons had Father Abraham 

I am one of them and so are you 
So let’s all praise the Lord… 

 

 

Genesis 10:25 as an answer to chronology of ____________________________ 

- Interestingly, the name Peleg means “division” 

- The word “divided” in Genesis 10:25 is translated as “confounded their 

speech/tongue” in Psalm 55:9 

- See http://unlimitedgreatness.org/was-abraham-at-the-tower-of-babel/ for an 

interesting angle! 

 

Recall the 3 BIG  promises to Abraham 

-     (P______) 

-     (P______) 

-     (P______) 
 

 

The simple definition of a covenant is that it is a ___________     _______________ 

 

 

 

However, because of passages like Genesis 15 some 

theologians define it as “a bond in blood” or “a 

bond of life and death sovereignly administered” 

(see e.g. the book Christ of the Covenants, p4 by O. 

Palmer Robertson 

http://unlimitedgreatness.org/was-abraham-at-the-tower-of-babel/


The main elements of a covenant in Scripture: 

1. The parties 

2. The obligations/responsibilities 

3. The blessings that follow the fulfilment of the obligations 

4. The curses/the punishment that will follow the failure to keep the obligations 

 

 

1) Identify the elements of a covenant (as described in the list above) in Genesis 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is very much line with how the Bible presents salvation e.g. ______________ 2:8-10 (This echoes 

what Jesus says in Matthew 5:17-20, 7:15-23, 25:31-46, 28:18-20 and John 15:1-8 among others) 



2) In what ways does Genesis 17 apply/not apply to Christians today? Support your answer by 

including some New Testament passages 

 

Applies Does not apply 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

3) What does Genesis 17 have to say about discipleship in the family? Support your answer by 

including some New Testament passages 

 

Who does the covenant include? 

 

Similar example earlier in Genesis? 

 

Other examples in the Old Testament? 

 

Examples in the New Testament? 

 

The continuity of the Abrahamic covenant becomes the basis for _______________ in classical 

protestant theology all the way back to Calvin! 

 

“If the covenant still remains firm and steadfast, it applies no less today for the 

_____________    ____   ____________  than under the Old Testament if pertained to 

the infants of Jews.” Words from John Calvin in The Institutes, Book IV. Chap.XVI, 

paragraph 5 (the whole of chapters XV & XVI is worth a careful read!) 



But wasn’t it physical in OT and spiritual in the NT? _______________ as a test case. 

- Deuteronomy 10:16 & 30:6 

- Romans 2:28-29 & 4:11 

o ______________ was a physical act with spiritual significance 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

1. God is the same yesterday, today and forever more 

 

The coming of Christ brought about a change in scale, not in soteriology (the way of 

salvation). It is a change of administration, not a change of substance or structure. 

The Mediator is one. The covenant is one. Salvation is one. Abraham believed God, 

and it was credited to him as righteousness. For Jew, Gentile, Christian, it is and always 

has been so. 

David Gibson in Fathers of Faith, My Fathers Now! 

 

2. One Lord, one faith, one God and Father of all! 

 

3. OT physical v NT spiritual is very misleading 

 

4. Beware the highly individual mindset 

 

 

Homework for next week 

- Where do we find the earliest mention of the Exodus? 

- In what ways does the life of Moses reflect what Israel goes through? 

- How is Exodus 19-24 like a wedding? 

 

 

FURTHER READING 

Vaughan Robert’s God’s Big Picture (pages 52-54 make the simple point that there has always been 

only one way of salvation)  

John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion (the whole of Book IV {400 pages!!} but especially 

chapters XIV-XVI titled “Of the Sacraments”; “Of Baptism” and “Of Paedobaptism” where the 

continuity of the Abrahamic covenant is carefully argued for) 

http://themelios.thegospelcoalition.org/article/fathers-of-faith-my-fathers-now-on-abraham-

covenant-theology-paedobaptism If you want a meaty article on how the Abrahamic covenant applies 

to us today, this is a good place to start. However, be warned, this article will massively challenge you 

and may possibly change your life! 

http://themelios.thegospelcoalition.org/article/fathers-of-faith-my-fathers-now-on-abraham-covenant-theology-paedobaptism
http://themelios.thegospelcoalition.org/article/fathers-of-faith-my-fathers-now-on-abraham-covenant-theology-paedobaptism

