
Bible Overview for iServe Africa 28th November 2018 

The Church in Biblical Theology 
 

What excites you about the Church?   What disappoints you about the Church? 

              -      -  

              -      - 

              -      - 

 

 

A simple definition: 

 

 

1)  CREATION AND THE CHURCH 

What is special about human beings? 

 

 

 

 

- Might explain John 4:23! 

 

 

 

2) THE FALL AND THE CHURCH 

Where was the man? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3) ABRAHAM AND THE CHURCH 

Is it Israel (Abraham’s descendants) versus the Church 

(Christ’s disciples) or…? 

- Metaphors/descriptions? 

 

- Internationalism from the beginning! 

 

- God’s ultimate purpose was always for unity 

 

 

4)  EXODUS AND THE CHURCH 

 a) Who should be a part of it?  

- Moses’ reply to Pharaoh!  

  

- P__________ 

 

- Sinai and cf. 1 Corinthians 10:1-5 

 

 

Also Note: 

▪ Deuteronomy 12 & 16 

▪ Paul’s sermons! 

 

The B____________ The P________________ 

I think nothing greater 
than to win the hearts of 
the lowly. So with regard 
to children. People 
occasionally say of such a 
one, "He is only fit to teach 
children: he is no 
preacher." I tell you, in 
God's sight he is no 
preacher who does not 
care for the children. There 
should be at least a part of 
every sermon and service 
that will suit the little ones. 

It is an error which permits us to forget this. 
 

 

25) II. The visible Church, which is also catholic or 
universal under the Gospel consists of all those 
throughout the world that profess the true religion;(b) 
and of their children:(c) and is the kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,(d) the house and family of God,(e) out of 
which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.(f) 
 

(b) I Cor. 1:2; I Cor. 12:12, 13; Ps. 2:8; Rev. 7:9; Rom. 
15:9, 10, 11, 12. 
(c) I Cor. 7:14; Acts 2:39; Ezek. 16:20, 21; Rom. 
11:16; Gen. 3:15; Gen. 17:7. 
(d) Matt. 13:47; Isa. 9:7. 
(e) Eph. 2:19; Eph. 3:15. 
(f) Acts 2:47. 

 
25) III. Unto this catholic visible Church Christ hath given 
the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of God, for the 
gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, to the 
end of the world: and doth by His own presence and 
Spirit, according to His promise, make them effectual 
thereunto (g) 
  

(g) I Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11, 12, 13; Matt. 28:19, 20; Isa. 
59:21. 
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  b) Who should lead it? 

 

 

 

  

  c) Holy space?! 

 

 

Note the connection with Revelation 22 

 

 

5)  CANAAN/THE CONQUEST/PROMISED LAND AND THE CHURCH 

 The Church’s mission is a fight – agree or disagree? 

 

- Remember the antithesis 

  

- The songs the redeemed sing (What songs does your church sing?) 

 

- The summons to ministers/believers (e.g. Joshua 1:6-9 but also see Jeremiah 1:7-

8; Ephesians 6:10-20; 1 Timothy 1:18, 6:11-12 and 2 Timothy 2:1-3) 
 

➢ This has connections to the “who can be an elder” question! 

 

- How the story ends… 
 

o The good guys win…! 

 

o The description of our King 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

❖ Be committed to your church congregation/a particular fellowship. If our God, the Trinity, is a 

community dedicated/committed to each other then we as His people should imitate and reflect 

that. Practically this means: 

B____________   and   s_______________ 

➢ Powerful evangelistically 

➢ Remember eternity! 



❖ The Church should be interested in everything. Our king doesn’t just reign/rule on Sundays! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer… 

----- ------ 

“There’s not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which 

Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, Mine!” 

Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) 

 

❖ Children in church – will we have faith, trust in God and step out? 

▪ Semper Reformanda! 

 

❖ Multi-tribal eldership 

➢ Use biblical language 

➢ Unity in diversity around the gospel of Jesus Christ 
 

▪ PS – The church is the only hope for world/lasting peace 
 

➢ Encourage 1 Timothy 3 men to leadership 

➢ Pray 1 Corinthians 16:13 for the men 

 

 

FURTHER READING: 

ARTICLES YOU CAN FIND ONLINE 

- https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/should-women-become-pastors A short audio from 

Pastor John Piper on the question of whether women should become pastors 

- https://www.9marks.org/article/may-women-serve-pastors/ An article from 9 Marks on the 

women in ministry question focussed on 1 Timothy 2 

- https://theopolisinstitute.com/liturgical-man-liturgical-women-part-1/ A good and challenging 

article that makes a far ranging and wider Biblical case for why pastors must be men 

- https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/the-church-and-israel-in-the-new-testament/ A helpful 

article exploring the connection between Israel & the Church including an exposition of Romans 11 

- https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/should-children-sit-through-big-church Pastor John 

Piper on whether children should sit through a normal service 

- https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/let-the-children-worship-in-church/ An American 

pastor gives 3 good reasons why children should stay in church for the whole service 

 

BOOKS 

- The Church by Edmund Clowney       [A good book covering the Biblical theology of the Church] 

- The Church of Christ by James Bannerman  [A very thorough work on this subject. Every 

minister should have and read this book!] 
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