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- What is the purpose/thesis of the Book of Hebrews? 

- What are you hearing so far?  

- How is the author of the book feeding into his main thesis/purpose of the book in the 

various chapters so far?  

 

� Read Hebrews 8 

Assignment review: What is a possible structure for Hebrews 8?  

 

 

Hebrews 8:1-13: This is the Point! A superior and 

Better Covenant 
Main Point: Jesus’ High priesthood is superior because it achieves a better 

covenant and better promises for us.  

 

1-5: We have Jesus our high priest who has served perfectly in the true heavenly tabernacle 

 Vs 1-2: Jesus seated in heaven after accomplishing his work 

- Jesus is the superior high priest seated at the right hand on the throne of majesty in 

Heaven. Signifying a work well and truly done. It is done.  

- He is seated (accomplished his mission and now rests) on the right hand (position of 

power) of the throne (power) 

- He serves/ministers (present continues) in the sanctuary (holy places) –God’s standards 

of holiness are set out here- the true tabernacle (the real one) set by God himself in 

accordance to his holy standards and not human standards.  

What these two verses are portraying to us is the level in which Jesus’ high priesthood is 

superior to earthly priesthood because of the access to true tabernacle and the standards of 

holiness that are to be met for that access.  

- He attained this and sits on the right hand of authority 

- He is the only high priest who can access the holy-true tabernacle in heaven.  

Vs. 3-5: Unlike Earthly priests, Jesus’ priesthood ministers in the true sanctuary in 

heaven 



v. 3-5: Just like any other priest, Jesus’ priesthood must offer a sacrifice too. The 

difference though is that earthly priests offer gifts according to the law and serve a 

shadow/copy of the true tent while Jesus offers his sacrifice in the true tent in heaven  

Vs. 6-13: A superior covenant with superior promises mediated by a Superior High Priest- 

Jesus  

v. 7: Faulty 1st covenant replaced with a new and better covenant 

 Faulty because of the people’s unfaithfulness (v. 8) 

 Problem is always the people and their sins.  

Vs. 8-9: Finding fault with the earlier covenant, the Lord establishes a new covenant 

 It will not be like the 1st faulty covenant because of their unfaithfulness.  

 God’s turned away from them 

Vs. 10-12: A better covenant based on forgiveness once and for all  

 God will establish the covenant himself (Note the 3 times God’s pronoun “I” is 

repeated) “I will establish”, “I will put”, “I will be their God” 

“The ‘I wills’ of God rob uncertain, doubting man of his timidity, reticence and fear. God says, ‘I 

will make this covenant’, ‘I will engrave my laws in their hearts’, ‘I will be their God’, ‘I will 

manifest myself to them all’, ‘I will make myself known to the least as well as the greatest’, ‘I 

will be merciful’, ‘I will forget their sins’. All the tentativeness and hesitancy of the earlier days 

have gone. Man can now be sure: All shall know me.”1 

 It is God initiating and establishing the better covenant.  

 Unfaithful Israel and Judah will be God’s people again.  

 New covenant brings a deeper knowledge of God.  

 The new covenant is anchored on forgiveness of wickedness 

v. 13: With a new covenant, the old one becomes obsolete.  

 We do not need the old covenant.  

Application 

- Jesus is our superior high priest who has mediated a better covenant.  

- We are God’s people of the new covenant in Christ Jesus.  

- We have the benefits of forgiveness of sins that comes with the new covenant.  

- Let us not go back to the old obsolete covenant because it is untenable.  

                                                           
1 Raymond Brown, The Bible Speaks today: The Message of Hebrews. (IVP: Nottingham, 2009), pg 151 


