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A superior and better sacrifice by a superior High priest for our Redemption (Hebrews 9-10) 

9:1-10: Restrictions for worship and access to God in 

earthly tabernacle and to worship. 

1-5:  Restrictions for worship and to access God: 

God’s specificity in worship.  

- He is Holy and must be worshipped in a 

specific way.  

6-10: Restrictions to access God shows insufficiency of the old order 

- The access to the Holy of holies is restricted to one person once a year. Limited 

cleansing.  

- The 1st covenant high priest was also sinful and thus needed to offer his own 

sacrifice. Insufficient priesthood.  

- Gifts and offerings were not able to clear the conscience of the worshipped because 

of their repetitiveness. Limited pardon.  

“Hebrews reminds us repeatedly of the assurance of pardon. God’s people enjoy the privilege 

of undeserved remission and eternal security. There sins are remembered no more and their 

names are enrolled in heaven”.1 

PUT THIS IN CONTRAST TO WHAT CHRIST ACHIEVES FOR US AS A SACRIFICE  

 

 

 

 

 

We begin v. 11 with a “BUT” to show the contrast between 1st covenant worship and new 

covenant worship.  

9:11-28: Christ the superior and better sacrifice that Achieves redemption for us once and for 

all  

                                                           
1 Raymond Brown. The Bible Speaks Today: The Message of Hebrews. (England: Inter-varsity press, 2009) Pg 154 



9:11-14: Christ came as a high priest of good things by entering into a more perfect 

tabernacle by his own blood and thus cleansing our consciences from acts that lead to 

death so that we may serve the living God.  

Notice how Christ is presented here in contrast to the 1st covenant sacrifices.  

- His ministry is in a superior perfect tabernacle in heaven. In the holy of holies.  

- He enters by his own blood. Remember He is God so He is holy and doesn’t need to 

offer his own sin sacrifice.  

- He redeems us and cleanses us with assurance of our consciences caused by our 

sinfulness. He brings assurance through his redemption. (Hebrews 9:12)  

The language of redemption here recalls a slave market. Someone paying a ransom 

to redeem a slave. We are slaves to sinful nature and sin itself. Christ redeems us 

from the nature and the presence. So that…. 

- We can serve him with a clear conscience.  

We underestimate the power of guilt and filthiness. The first area that suffers when we have 

guilt in us is our service to God and his body-the church.  

9:15: Christ the mediator of a new covenant for all those who are called  

9:16-28: Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins 

 16-22: A case for shedding of blood to activate a will or a covenant 

- A will is never active until the author of the will dies and the will becomes alive.  

- In Old Testament covenant cutting, the death was symbolized by walking through 

dead animals and professing that if one does not adhere to the covenant, they 

should die.  

- This way, a covenant is active.  

- Without a mediator between man and God, there will never be forgiveness of sins. 

Sin is a serious thing before God.  

23-28: Christ’s sacrifice achieves the forgiveness of sins for us once and for all and 

activates the new covenant with God.  

- Christ enters a better sanctuary not only to place but to the holy one- God.  

- His sacrifice is not to be repeated otherwise it won’t be sufficient.  

- Through this sacrifice, Christ has achieved forgiveness for us.  

- We have assurance as we await his second coming (v. 28b)  



“Our past sin is forgiven: a death has occurred which redeems. Our present access is assured: 

Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant. Our future inheritance is imperishable: those who are 

called… received the promised eternal inheritance”.2 

10:1-18: The insufficiency of the law of repeated sacrifice is replaced by a superior High priest 

who offers a superior sacrifice once and for all to make us perfect and holy 

1-4: The law as a shadow and the sacrificial system of bulls and goats could not make 

perfect those who draw near because it reminded them of sins through the yearly 

sacrifices.  

5-10: Unlike the sacrifices and offerings that could not take away sins, Christ came into 

the world and offered his body for our sanctification once and for all.  

11-14: Christ’s offering of himself is more superior to the sacrifices offered by the priest 

in the first order because it does not require repetition of the same sacrifice but Christ 

has perfected those who are being sanctified once and for all.  

15-18: The Holy Spirit bears witness to us with the fulfilment of a new covenant and 

forgiveness of sins through Christ’s offering once and for all.  

Applications: In light of the achievement of the cross for us, how do we worship?  

1. 19-25: Believers are exhorted to draw near to God, to hold 

fast to their confession of hope without wavering, and 

consider how to stir up one another in love and good deeds.  

2. 26-31: Believers are warned not to sin deliberately after 

knowing the truth because of the judgment that will befall 

those who sin deliberately after receiving the knowledge of 

the truth.  

3. 32-39: Believers are encouraged not to throw away their 

confidence which has a great reward and not to shrink back 

but to endure because they have a better possession that is 

promised for all who do the will of God by faith and thus 

preserving our souls.  
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