
What is the Gospel? 

 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once 

walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of 

the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 

disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of 

our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body[a] and the mind, 

and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.[b] 
 
4 But[c] God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 

which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 

saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages 

he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are 

his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
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Intro 

3 possible questions; 

1.Why is this question important? 

2.Don’t we all know what the gospel is? 

3.Isn't it about time we moved on to the deeper 

truths of our faith 

 

1. Why is this question important? 

● It defines who a Christian is 

○ A Christian is an individual saved by grace 

through faith in the finished work of Jesus 

Christ 

○ A Christian is one who obeys the gospel; 

evidences fruit of conversion 

 

● It defines what the church is 

○ A gospel community that gathers under a 

gospel polity to hear the Word of God 

purely taught and to  have the two 

ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper truly administered. 

○ As such baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and 

discipline are all gospel issues- Acts 

2:38-47, 1 Cor 10:14-17  & Eph 4:1-4 



○ The gospel draws clear lines of separation 

between the world and the church 

 

2. Don’t we all know what the gospel is? 

● Such an assumption opens the door for 

○ Liberalism - Schleiermacher  

○ Ecumenism - Billy Graham and the BGEA 

○ Perversions of the gospel 

Truth we assume today is lost in the next 

generation 

 

 

3. Isn’t it time we moved on to the deeper truths 

of the faith? 

● It is important to distinguish between the 

gospel itself and the fruit of the gospel - 

Goldsworthy 

○ The gospel - a salvific historical reality 

○ The fruits - Justification, 

sanctification,glorification 

● We do not graduate from the gospel _Mbewe 

○ We are justified in the gospel 

○ We are sanctified in the gospel 

○ We are glorified in the gospel 

  



 Ephesians 2 

 

The state of Man vs 1-3 

● Dead Men Walking 

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you 

once walked, following the course of this world 

 

● Captives of the Devil 

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now 

at work in the sons of disobedience— 

 

● Children of Wrath 

Willful rebels against a just and holy God 

 

3     among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 

carrying out the desires of the body[a] and the mind, and were 

by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
 

 

The Nature of God 

● Rich in mercy and love 

 4 But[c] God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 

which he loved us…Hosea 9:10, 11:5-9 

 

● Author of Salvation 

5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ 
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How we are saved 

● vs 5b - By grace 

● vs 8a -  For by grace you have been saved through faith 

○ Sola fide -  

○ Implications for baptism 

○ Implications for church membership 

 

In salvation, we are saved; 

● From 

○ The wrath of God 

○ Spiritual death  

○ Penalty of sin 

○ Slavery to sin 

● And we are saved to 

○ created in Christ Jesus for good works 

○ A restored fellowship with God the Father 

○ A total union, an immersion in Christ Jesus 

○ A Spirit empowered life that glorifies God 

 

And all this happens; 
● In Christ -  

○ vs 5 - made us alive together with Christ 

○ Vs 6  - and raised us up with him and seated us with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus 

○ Vs 7 - so that in the coming ages he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us 

in Christ Jesus. 

○ Vs 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works 

 

 



What does this mean? So what? 

 

● Believe the gospel 

○ This is how you are saved from the penalty of sin, are 

being saved from the power of sin, and will be finally 

saved from the presence of sin 

● Obey the gospel 

○ From a place of rest in the finished work of Christ, work 

the works of him who called you. Rom 12…..therefore 

brothers…. 

○ It is typical of Paul to ground his imperatives for 

Christian living in the indicatives of the gospel 

● Proclaim the gospel 

○ Reaching out is the natural response to grace; 

■ The love of Christ compels us 

■ Here I am, send me! 

○ When you reach out, preach/teach the gospel, not 

yourself. Rom 10:11-17 - not dreams & visions 

 

● Guard the gospel 

○ Jude 3 - the hope of the world is contained in the 

gospel 

 

 

 


